
  
  

  
  
  




  





    
      
        
          
            The Catawba Falls trail is closed until spring of 2024. Click here to find alternative waterfall and hiking trails.
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              Get your free Travel Guide

              Download PDF
              Mail me
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                copy
                instead
            

          

          
            
              Blue Ridge Traveler Visitors Center

              
                
                  91 South Catawba Avenue, Old Fort,
                  NC 28762
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          A new adventure awaits...

          
            Catawba Falls Reopening May 31, 2024
          

          
          Rediscover Catawba Falls
          
        

      

    

    
    
      
      
      
      
      
        
          Outdoor Adventure

          
            Join us on a trail! We're a mountain community with elevations exceeding 3,000 feet above sea level inside the Pisgah National Forest where our northern boundary is the Blue Ridge Parkway.
          

          
          Start Exploring!
          
        

      

    

    
    
      
      
      
      
      
        
          Top 25 Things To Do

          
            Explore all there is to see and do in the mountains.
          

          
          Find Travel Inspiration
          
        

      

    

    
    
      
      
      
      
      
        
          Upcoming Races & Sporting Events in McDowell County

          
            Race to the Registration Booth for these upcoming Sporting Events!
          

          
          Get the Details
          
        

      

    

    
    
      
      
      
      
      
        
          High Spirits Trail

          
            Visit 11 uniquely crafted tasting experiences along the Blue Ridge Traveler’s High Spirits Trail to experience the craftsmanship of local brewers, vintners and distillers using ingredients grown right here in Western N.C.
          

          
          Get the Guide
          
        

      

    

    
  

  
    
    

    
  





  
    
      
        
          Get your free Travel Guide

          A travel guide for Marion, Old Fort, Lake James, Linville Falls
            and Little Switzerland, NC.
          
            
              Download PDF
            

            
              Mail me
                a
                copy
            

          

        

      

      
        
          Book Your Stay

          Find lodging in and around McDowell County for your vacation.
            Browse hotels, campsites, rentals, and more.
          
            
              Browse Lodging
            

          

        

      

      
        
          Sign Up for Updates

          Sign up for the Blue Ridge Travelers Newsletter to get updates
            on news and events in McDowell County.
          
            
            
            
              Email Address
              
            

            Sign
              Up
          

        

      

    

  




  
    
    
    
      
        
        
          
            Introducing G5 Trail Collective Trail Tracker: Catawba Falls!
          

          
            We're mixing things up here in McDowell County, NC! Working alongside our amazing community partners like NC Forest Service, G5 Trail Collective, and our regional outdoor organizations, we have a goal to lift out the spectacular outdoor space around us.  Instead of a Trail of the Month, this M…
          

        

      
    

    
    
    
    
      
        
        
          
            Catawba Falls Reopening May 31, 2024
          

          
             Save the date! The US Forest Service Grandfather Ranger District is excited to welcome everyone back to Catawba Falls with a public reopening celebration on May 31, 2024. A new adventure awaits.Come rediscover Catawba Falls in Old Fort, North Carolina this summer! The Forest Service will be sharin…
          

        

      
    

    
    
    
    
      
        
        
          
            10 Miles of New Trail Under Construction in Pisgah National Forest
          

          
             National Forests in North CarolinaU.S. Forest Service News ReleaseMedia Contact: Lisa JenningsContact Title: Recreation & Trails Program [email protected]/nfsnc10 Miles of New Trail Under Construction in Pisgah National ForestUS Forest Service partners with G5 Trai…
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                21

              

            

            
              Let's Get Cracking and Reacting Workshop with Diane Enger
              

              
                Thu, Mar 21, 2024
                1 PM
                - 4 PM
                
            

          

          Let's Get Cracking and Reacting Workshop with Diane Enger
          

          
            Thu, Mar 21, 2024
            1 PM
            - 4 PM
            
          Create a tile or dish using a cracking technique and working with reactive glass, making a background using shards of French Vanilla glass and a variety of turquoise glass to complete the design. French Vanilla and turquoise blue glasses have metal additives in their colors that create a reaction w…
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                  Meet the Author - Julia Nunnally Duncan
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                  National Walk in the Park Day-PM
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        Experience the Blue Ridge

      

      
      
      
        



  
    
    
  

  
    
      Introducing G5 Trail Collective Trail Tracker: Catawba Falls!
    

    
      We're mixing things up here in McDowell County, NC! Working alongside our amazing community partners like NC Fores…
    

  




      

      
        
          
            
          

          
            March 19, 2024, 1:30 p.m.
            Introducing G5 Trail Collective Trail Tracker: Catawba Falls!

            
          

        

      

      
      
      
      
        



  
    
    
  

  
    
      Catawba Falls Reopening May 31, 2024
    

    
       Save the date! The US Forest Service Grandfather Ranger District is excited to welcome everyone back to Catawba Falls …
    

  




      

      
        
          
            
          

          
            March 14, 2024, 2:28 p.m.
            Catawba Falls Reopening May 31, 2024

            
          

        

      

      
      
      
      
        



  
    
    
  

  
    
      10 Miles of New Trail Under Construction in Pisgah National Forest
    

    
      ten miles of new trails are under construction in the Pisgah National Forest
    

  




      

      
        
          
            
          

          
            Feb. 29, 2024, 2:15 p.m.
            10 Miles of New Trail Under Construction in Pisgah National Forest

            
            ten miles of new trails are under construction in the Pisgah National Forest

            Read More
            
          

        

      

      
      
    

  







  
    
      
      
      
      
        The Blue Ridge Parkway

        Discover Little Switzerland, Linville Falls, The Orchard at Altapass, Crabtree Falls, and the spectacular views of America's Favorite Scenic Drive.

        
          A Photographer's Dream →
        
      

    
  
    
      
      
      
      
        Pisgah First: Exploring the Oldest National Forest in the East

        With hundreds of miles of trails for hiking, biking, and forest exploration, you're invited to come experience this region first-hand. The possibilities are endless.

        
          Discover Something New →
        
      

    
  
    
      
      
      
      
        Waterfall Trails

        Hike into Pisgah to find amazing waterfalls in a region with over 200 waterfall trails.

        
          Western NC Waterfalls →
        
      

    
  




  
    
      Your Travel Guide To Little Switzerland, Lake James, Marion, Old Fort & Linville Falls

       Welcome to the Blue Ridge Traveler's Towns and Trails! With beautiful weather, endless mountain views and countless ways to reconnect with the great outdoors, spring is the perfect time to plan your next vacation to the Blue Ridge Mountains of western North Carolina.
Check out our guides to top local hiking trails and breathtaking waterfalls. Keep an eye open for colorful native wildflowers as you explore the region. Take a drive on the scenic Blue Ridge Parkway to enjoy mountain vistas and stop by museums and historic attractions to immerse yourself in regional heritage. Cool off at Lake James State Park where you’ll find fun for all ages including hiking, kayaking, fishing, biking and a swimming beach.
Imagine Blue Ridge life in a time gone by when you stop by the Historic Carson House, Emerald Village Museum, and Mountain Gateway Museum. Or try your luck at a historic local pastime — mining for gold.
Stroll the charming small-town streets of Marion, Old Fort, Little Switzerland and the Linville Falls community, where you will encounter the craftsmanship of local artists in shops and galleries. Check out the events calendar for a full line-up of happenings throughout the season.
When it’s time for a bite, pull up a chair at one of our delicious local restaurants. From barbecue to bakeries, burritos to bubble tea, and plenty of scrumptious Southern fare, you’re sure to find the local flavor you’re looking for. Enjoy a pint of locally brewed beer at one of several craft breweries, and look for local wine, mead and spirits along our High Spirits Trail.
At the end of the day, choose from numerous lodging options ranging from rustic campgrounds and mountain cabins to lakeside vacation rentals and national brand hotels. Not sure where to start? Explore our three-day Blue Ridge Mountains itinerary that includes our favorite things to do — plus more to discover on your own!
Note: All images are property of the McDowell Tourism Authority or tourism partners and are not to be copied, duplicated, re-printed, or shared electronically.

      Call
        +1 (888) 233-6111
    

    
      
        
        
          
          
            Old Fort

          

        
        
        
          
          
            Marion

          

        
        
        
          
          
            Little Switzerland

          

        
        
        
          
          
            Nebo and Lake James

          

        
        
        
          
          
            Linville Falls Community

          

        
        
      

    

  








  
    
    
      
        
        
        
          
            It’s definitely a day for GoGo’s Cinnamon Rolls! Need a fluffy, sweet and savory hug on a rainy day…
          

        

        
        
      
    

    
    
      
        
        
        
          
            10 Miles of New Trail Under Construction in Pisgah National Forest! The U.S. Forest Service - Natio…
          

        

        
        
      
    

    
    
      
        
        
        
          
            Happy Leap Day! 2024 Leap Day has us looking over one of our favorite destinations: Linville Gorge …
          

        

        
        
      
    

    
    
      
        
        
        
          
            It's National Retro Day! Hermelinda A. Aguilar and Robert and Tina Duran founded National Retr…
          

        

        
        
      
    

    
  







  

  



  
    
      
        
          Keep me in the loop

          
            
            
            
              
              Email
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          Become a #blueridgetraveler

          	
              
            
	
              
            
	
              
            


          	Visitor Guide
	Lake James Loop - A Driving Trail
	Visitor Guide
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	Exploring the Blue Ridge Parkway
	Lake James State Park Guide
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        Visitor Information Center
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    Hiking
  

	
  
    Waterfalls
  

	
  
    Fishing
  

	
  
    Rock Climbing
  

	
  
    Disc Golf
  

	
                
                  More Outdoors →
                
              


          

          
          
          
          
            
              
                Arts & Culture
              
            

            	
  
    Museums
  

	
  
    Music
  

	
  
    Antiques
  

	
  
    Arts & Crafts
  

	
  
    Local Events
  

	
                
                  More Arts & Culture →
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    B&Bs
  

	
  
    Camping
  

	
  
    Cabins
  

	
  
    Hotels
  

	
  
    Lodging
  

	
                
                  More Places to Stay →
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    Strategic Plan
  

	
  
    Report Occupancy Tax
  

	
  
    Sponsorships
  

	
  
    Press Releases
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    Food
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    Coffee
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          © 2024 McDowell County Tourism Development
            Authority.
            —
            Privacy Policy
            —
            Terms of Service
            —
            Accessibility
        

        
          Website designed, developed, and hosted by VanNoppen
                Marketing. 
        

      

    

  



